
SPARTANBURG PHILHARMONIC 
Board of Directors 

March 27, 2019 
Chapman Cultural Center 

West Wing Conference Room 
 
The Meeting was called to order by the President, Rachel Deems, at 6:02 pm.  She warmly welcomed all 
in attendance and noted that several board members were out for spring break.  She reflected on how 
far the board had come in a year, and welcomed Keyana Hammonds. 
 
Board Members present: Rachel Deems, Laura Allen, Chip McLeod, Jimmy Gibson, Peter Grzan, Cabe 
Loring, Meisha Adderley, James Cheek, Samantha Nicholson, Karen Parrott, Kate White, Betsy Sikma, 
Helen Tipton, Joella Utley. 
 
Diana Berti, Keyana Hammonds, Kathryn Boucher and Stefan Sanders were also in attendance. 
 
There was a quorum present. 
 
The minutes from the January 23, 2019 meeting were approved.  Rachel Deems made a motion to 
accept, Laura Allen seconded, and the vote to accept was unanimous.  
 
Since it was noted that Travis Sutton was absent, Kathryn Boucher gave an update from the Finance 
committee.  She informed the board that the finance committee had decided to change the banking 
relationship.  They put it out for proposal and spoke with 5 banks.  She recommended that United 
Community Bank be chosen.  She also recommended that a line of credit be established.  Rachel Deems 
noted that since this recommendation came out of committee, it did not require a second.  It was then 
approved by the board.  As a quick budget update, she noted that there would most likely be a budget 
surplus.  A motion was made by Laura Allen and approved to accept the entire budget handouts. 
 
Samantha Nicholson gave an update on the Audience Development committee.  She noted that the 
Espresso series ticket sales are not great yet but seem to be heading in the right direction.  Laura Allen 
will help get the discount codes to several groups like “Women Giving for Spartanburg”. 
 
Helen Tipton gave an update on the Education Committee.  She informed the board that a conductor for 
the Youth Orchestra had been selected, Dr. Susana Lalama. Helen explained the plan for rehearsals and 
concerts.  She also discussed the website and the coming ability to sign participants up and take 
payments online. 
 
Karen Parrott gave an update on the Fund Development committee.  She noted that 67% of the donor 
goal had been met (without counting pledges).  If pledges are included the total is over $200,000.  She 
asked board members to make their pledges soon.  Karen noted that there were concerns with 2 long-
term sponsors, BMW and Duke.  Chip McLeod said that he would try to help with BMW by contacting 
Max Metcalf.  The discussion around Duke was to ask them to reduce the amount possibly down to 
$2500 instead of stopping it altogether. 
 
Peter Grzan gave an update from the Bluegrass committee.  He noted that the Rhonda Vincent concert 
was sold out even with the increase in ticket prices.  He noted tremendous excitement about Bela Fleck 
coming. 



 
 
Kathryn Boucher then delivered the Executive Director’s report.  She noted again that the Bela Fleck 
concert will be more expensive than most but that she was looking at funding options and grants.  Chip 
McLeod asked a question on Bela Fleck tickets, and Kathryn Boucher explained the process.  She also 
gave a staff update. 
 
Keyana Hammonds gave the board an update on the HearHere magazine and ad sales.  
 
Stefan Sanders let the board know that he would have much more information at the next board 
meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned by Rachel Deems at 6:59 pm., without the need for an Executive Session. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


